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GERMANY. 

Quarantine restrictions against plague enacted by the Hamburg senate. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Hamburg, March 11, 1897. 
Sir : Eeferring to my No. 378 of February 11 last, I have the honor 
to herewith transmit the translation of a decree issued yesterday by the 
senate of Hamburg, and containing further prohibitive measures for 
the prevention of the introduction of plague. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. Henry Robertson, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 

[Inclosure.] 

The importation of the below-mentioned articles by sea from Persia, the continent of 
British India, Formosa, Hongkong, Makao, and China, south of the 30th degree of lati- 
tude, having been forbidden by the imperial decree of February 8th last, for the pre- 
vention of the introduction of plague, namely : 

Underclothing, old and used wearing apparel, used bed linen, rags of all kinds, car- 
pets, human hair, untanned skins and hides, unmanufactured hair and bristles, wool, 
claws and hoofs. The attention of interested parties is hereby specially called to the fact 
that the importation of the above-mentioned goods from localities suspected of being 
infected with plague, is also forbidden by sea from European ports. Exceptions from 
this rule are, according to section 3 of the imperial decree of February 8 last, only 
permissible with the consent of the chancellor. 

The authorities here have been instructed to also control vessels arriving here from 
European ports as to their having carefully observed this prohibition against importation. 

In accordance with section 327 of the penal code, contraventions against this prohibi- 
tion are punishable with imprisonment not exceeding two years. 

Given in the meeting of the senate, Hamburg March 10, 1897. 

INDIA. 
Concerning pestis minor at Singapore. 

Singapore, February 9, 1897. 

Sir : Considering that the bubonic plague, which for so many months 
has been raging in Bombay, is now spreading throughout the adjacent 
provinces of India, and is destined, it would seem, unless some check 
can be put to its progress, to invade this entire region, I have deemed 
it my duty, in view of the danger of infection to which our ports might 
thus become at any time exposed, to address a communication on the 
subject to the deputy governor here, a copy of which I have the 
honor to submit to you inclosed, with the copy of the reply I received 
from him to-day, in which, as you will note, after informing me of the 
measures being taken against its introduction, he states that the disease 
in question does not exist in Singapore at present. 

I have no doubt that this statement is in strict accordance with facts, 
and, from consultation with the physicians, am forced to conclude that 
the suspected cases under observation, to which my letter refers and 
which have since aborted, were not typical plague or malignant poly- 
adenitis, but what is known to the profession as "pestis minor," a dis- 
ease which possesses the characteristics of the former, but only in a 
comparatively mild degree, as shown by the accompanying description. 

Under the circumstances, however, I think that we can not be too 
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much on our guard, and I propose to keep a keen lookout, and should 
the real bubonic plague make its appearance here to at once notify the 
Department, in order that the necessary precautions may be taken to 
prevent its introduction into the United States from this point. 

It is an instance in which my knowledge of medicine may be turned 
to practical account in the Government's interest. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

E. Spencer Pratt, 
United States Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secketary of State. 

[Inolosure No. 1.] 

Singapore, Stbaits Settlements, February 4, 1897. 
SlE : Since I am required to report to my Government on the subject, I have the 
honor to request that you will inform me as to the measures actually being taken for 
preventing the introduction of bubonic plague from infected ports into this colony, and 
also as to whether, as a result of recent observation of certain suspected cases in Singa- 
pore, it has been satisfactorily established that the disease in question does not exist 
here at present. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

E Spencer Pratt, 
United States Consul-General. 
To the Hon. J. A. Swettenham, C. M. G., Deputy Governor. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Singapore, February 8, 1897. 
Sir : With reference to your letter of the 4th instant, asking what measures are 
actually being taken for preventing the introduction of bubonic plague into this colony, 
I am directed to inform you that all vessels arriving in this colony from Bombay or 
Karachi, or bringing passengers from those ports, are inspected by the health officer on 
arrival, and are admitted to pratique if no case of bubonic plague or death therefrom 
has occurred on board during the eight days immediately preceding their arrival. 

Should any case of plague be found on board on arrival, the vessel would be put into 
quarantine for nine days, and if any case of plague had occurred on board during the 
eight days immediately preceding arrival, the vessel would be put into quarantine until 
a period of nine days had elapsed from the date of the removal from the vessel or death 
of such case (or the last case if more than one). Passengers or members of the crew 
found suffering from the disease would be sent to the quarantine station and there 
detained for treatment. 

With reference to the inquiry in the concluding sentence of your letter under reply, 
I am to state that it has been satisfactorily established that bubonic plague does not 
exist in Singapore at present. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. A. Swettenham, 
Colonial Secretary, Straits Settlements. 
The CONSUL-GENERAL FOR the United States, Singapore. 

[Inclosure No. 3.] 

Peslis minor. 

With regard to the nature of pestis minor, Dr. Cantlie observed : Is there a disease of 
an epidemic character, attended by a low death rate, characterized by polyadenitis and 
showing in the blood and tissues a bacillus resembling the bacillus met with in typical 
plague (malignant polyadenitis), and yet so apart clinically that it is either a separate 
disease or caused by the same bacillus in a lesser or nontoxic form? 



